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the Americal Division Veterans’Association database for the men lost 

serving with D Company 1/6th Inf. Bn. in Vietnam. 

 

 

 



 

A Medal of Honor is awarded to honor the individual and the men of the units 

participating in the action.  Platoon Sergeant Finnis McCleery received the Medal 

of Honor for his actions on May 14, 1968 with A Co. 1/6th Inf. Bn..   D Company 

1/6th Inf. Bn. fought alongside A Co. 1/6th Inf. Bn. in this battle is also to be 

honored by this award.  Three men from D Company 1/6th Infantry Bn. died in the 

battle for Nui Hoac Ridge (Hill 352) in May 1968. 

Medal of Honor Citation for Finnis McCleery from Wikipedia: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 

call of duty. P/Sgt. McCleery, U.S. Army, distinguished himself while serving as platoon leader 

of the 1st platoon of Company A. A combined force was assigned the mission of assaulting a 

reinforced company of North Vietnamese Army regulars, well entrenched on Hill 352, 17 miles 

west of Tam Ky. As P/Sgt. McCleery led his men up the hill and across an open area to close 

with the enemy, his platoon and other friendly elements were pinned down by tremendously 

heavy fire coming from the fortified enemy positions. Realizing the severe damage that the 

enemy could inflict on the combined force in the event that their attack was completely halted, 

P/Sgt. McCleery rose from his sheltered position and began a 1-man assault on the bunker 

complex. With extraordinary courage, he moved across 60 meters of open ground as bullets 

struck all around him and rockets and grenades literally exploded at his feet. As he came within 

30 meters of the key enemy bunker, P/Sgt. McCleery began firing furiously from the hip and 

throwing hand grenades. At this point in his assault, he was painfully wounded by shrapnel, but, 

with complete disregard for his wound, he continued his advance on the key bunker and killed 

all of its occupants. Having successfully and single-handedly breached the enemy perimeter, he 

climbed to the top of the bunker he had just captured and, in full view of the enemy, shouted 

encouragement to his men to follow his assault. As the friendly forces moved forward, P/Sgt. 

McCleery began a lateral assault on the enemy bunker line. He continued to expose himself to 

the intense enemy fire as he moved from bunker to bunker, destroying each in turn. He was 

wounded a second time by shrapnel as he destroyed and routed the enemy from the hill. P/Sgt. 

McCleery is personally credited with eliminating several key enemy positions and inspiring the 

assault that resulted in gaining control of Hill 352. His extraordinary heroism at the risk of his 

life, above and beyond the call of duty, was in keeping with the highest standards of the military 

service, and reflects great credit on him, the Americal Division, and the U.S. Army. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_(military_unit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Vietnamese_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tam_Ky


Battle for Nui Hoac Ridge (Hill 352) from Wikipedia 
Landing Zone Center (15.585°N 108.249°E) was located on Hill 348, approximately 
20km northwest of Tam Kỳ.[2]: 98  In early May 1968 it was occupied by 1st of the 6th 
Infantry Battalion and Battery B, 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery Regiment.[3] 

On 5 May as part of the May Offensive, the PAVN 31st Regiment attacked LZ Center 
with mortars and recoilless rifles. When U.S. helicopters tried to land a patrol to locate 
those weapons, a heavy machine gun company from the PAVN K31 Anti-Aircraft 
Battalion opened fire from positions around the firebase, shooting down UH-1D #66-
17075 from the 176th Assault Helicopter Company which crashed killing all ten crew 
and passengers and shortly afterwards a helicopter gunship of the 71st Assault 
Helicopter Company was also shot down. Company D 1st of the 20th Infantry 
Battalion was flown in to reinforce LZ Center. On 7 May an A–1E Skyraider was shot 
down while providing air support near LZ Center.[4]: 542  

On 8 May Major General Koster ordered the 1st of the 6th Infantry battalion and the 1st 
Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment to sweep the hills around Landing Zone Center.[4] 

The PAVN forces were concentrated on the Nui Hoac Ridge, with their main position 
located on Hill 352 (15.563°N 108.273°E) approximately 2.5km south of LZ 
Center.[2]: 369  This position held at least two anti-aircraft guns, recoilless rifles, mortars 
and an unknown number of PAVN. In addition the PAVN were entrenched between Hills 
434 and 479 to the east of LZ Center.[5] 

On 14 May 1968 during an attack on PAVN bunkers on Hill 352 Platoon sergeant Finnis 
D. McCleery of 1st Platoon, Company A, 1/6th Infantry single-handedly attacked and 
destroyed several PAVN bunkers despite being wounded twice. For his actions that 
day, McCleery would be awarded the Medal of Honor. 

https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center&params=15.585_N_108.249_E_
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center#cite_note-Kelley-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/82nd_Field_Artillery_Regiment#Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_Offensive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_UH-1_Iroquois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_A-1_Skyraider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center#cite_note-Villard-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Cavalry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Cavalry_Regiment_(United_States)#Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center#cite_note-Villard-4
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center&params=15.563_N_108.273_E_
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center#cite_note-Kelley-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Landing_Zone_Center#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platoon_sergeant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finnis_D._McCleery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finnis_D._McCleery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor


 

ANELLO, Bruce; Sgt; MOS = 11B40; 20 years old; Incident and date of death = 
31MAY68; ENGAGEMENT 10 KM E-SE OF TIEN PHUOC 19680531 Operation 
Burlington Trail. Grid Location = BT210097; D-1-6, BT210097 at 1640H recd SA fire, calling 

arty. 1525H: Contact continues. 3 WHA(e). Called gunship, C-1-6 several hundred meters fm D-1-6. 

1750H: 2 more WHA(e). 1807: Gunship recd AA fire, do not as yet know extent of dam. Tail rotor dam. 

1820H: 1 KHA, 7 WHA(e) and 2 cbt fatigue. Action continues. 1823H: 8”. 155 being called on enemy. 

1828H: D was moving and came to a rice paddy and turned right to get a night laager when they recd SA 

fm 300m, cutting up the lead element. D and C moving together to link up. Arty will go on BT210097. 

Contact broken at 1820H. D is 800m fm the contact area. 1920H: Res: 1 KHA, 7 WHA(e), 2 combat 

fatigues.  Entry #83:  D-1-6, BT210097 at 1946H rpt 6 WHA(m) (Ref Journal entry #75) One w/sprained 

ankle - will be evac. All resulting from Hand Grenade. Total of 7 WHA (m). 
 

SGT Bruce Anello received Silver Star (General Orders: Headquarters, Americal Division, 

General Orders No. 2848 (May 28, 1968)  and Bronze Star awards.  

A soldier from his unit had made this comment on “Faces on the Wall”, “He sacrificed his 

life to save another soldier.”    

Sgt Anello is buried at the George Washington Memorial Park Cemetery, in Plymouth 

Meeting, PA. 

He wrote a long poem during the 1967 Christmas truce which included the lines : 

I gaze on glistening spider webs that decorate my tree.  

And instead of balls and blinking lights, scars from bombs are what I see.  

 



 

 

BIDDULPH, Thomas; 1LT; MOS = 1542; 23 years old; incident and date of death = 

27OCT68; MINE 9 KM WEST OF CHU LAI AFLD; Grid Location = BT450066; D/1/6, 

BT450066 at 1840H, detonated mine, 3 WHA (E). 

 

1LT Thomas Biddulph received a Bronze Star award. 

Thomas is buried at Westview Cemetery, Atlanta, GA.  



 

 

BISHOP, Edgar; SGT; MOS = 11B40; 23 years old; incident and date of death = 
09JAN70; ATTACK ON NIGHT AMBUSH POSITION 8 KM WEST OF CHU LAI AFLD; 
Grid Location = BT460070;  Americal Division log entry from 07Jan70: D/1-6, 
BT460070, BT458068 at 1630H. At BT460070 fd 1x “C” shaped tunnel 20’x3’x4’. Obsr 
evidence of recent activity within tunnel. BT458068, fd 1xtunnel 4’x2’x3’ w/empty 4.2” 
illum canister inside. Air strike will be processed.; Americal Division log entry from 
09JAN70: D/1-6, BT460070 at 0110H. 6xman pos was attacked w/out warning by 
UNSEF w/Chicom H/gren, SAF & possibly claymores. Res: 4xUS KIA, 1xWIA(E) & 
1xWIA(M). VC overran the amb site taking wpns & radio. Wpns lost: 4xM-16 & 1xM-60 
MG. Rept delayed due to loss of radio at amb site at 081950H. D/O compl 0316H to 
91st Evac. Bn CO will make investigation tomorrow & rept will be forwarded. 
 
SGT Edgar Bishop was awarded a Bronze Star Medal. 
 

Edgar is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, Atlanta, GA.  

 

 



 
 
BREWER, Thomas; CPL; MOS = 11B10; 20 years old; incident and date of death = 
15MAR70: ACCIDENTAL M-16 DISCHARGE, 11 KM WEST OF CHU LAI AFLD; Grid 
Location = BT425056; D/1-6 Inf, BT425056 at 1700H. 2xUS EM sitting on berm of rd 
when 1xaccidentaly discharged his wpn hitting another in the head. EM DOA at 91st 
Evac. KNB was Brewer, Thomas A..  The soldier who accidently shot him is under 
sedation at 91st Evac. Will question tomorrow. 
 

Thomas is buried at Sylvania Hills Memorial Park, Rochester, Beaver County, PA.  

 



 
 

CARRILLO, JOSE; PFC; MOS = 11B10; Age = 21;  Date of incident unknown; Date 
of death = 06NOV69; Nothing found in the Americal Division Daily Tactical 
Operation Center reporting related to his death.   From the Coffelt database: He 
was wounded while enroute to a night defensive position.  He was evacuated to 
the hospital, but died later.   
 
PFC Jose Carrillo received a Bronze Star award for Merit. 
 
Jose is buried at Resurrection Cemetery in South San Gabriel, CA.  



 
 
 
 
CHENEY, David JR.; SP4; MOS = 11B20; Age = 23; Date of incident unknown; 
Date of death = 18MAY69; Nothing found in the Americal Division Daily Tactical 
Operation Center reporting related to his death.   Coffelt database determined he 
was wounded by a booby trap was evacuated to a hospital in Chu Lai where he 
died while waiting to be sent out to a hospital in Japan or stateside. 
 
SP4 David Cheney, Jr.  received a Bronze Star award for Merit. 
 

David is buried at Memphis National Cemetery. 
 



 
 
 
CLAYTON, Bennie; SGT; MOS = 11B20; Age = 21; Date of incident and date of 
death = 21OCT69; L-SHAPED AMBUSH, 10 KM W-SW OF CHU LAI AFLD;Grid 
location = BT443029; D/1-6, BT443029 at 1830H. Walked into an “L” shaped ambush. 
Received Small Arms Fire, 10xChinese communist Hand Grenades, & 2xRocket 
Propelled Grenade rounds. Result: 2xUS KIA, 2xUS WIA(E). Dust/Off completed 
1930H. Enemy evaded SouthWest w/unknown results. 
 
SGT Bennie Clayton received a Bronze Star award. 
 
Bennie is buried at Allen Cemetery, Gower, Buchanan County,MO.  

 
 



 
 

CORR, Paul Jr.; SGT; MOS = 11B40; Age = 26; Date of 
incident and date of death = 11JUN69; MEETING 
ENGAGEMENT, 10 KM S-SE OF TAM KY AFLD; Grid location 
= BT349093; D/1/6, BT349093 at 0900H-1049H, eng’d 5 VC, VC ret’d fire, res: 1 

US KIA, 3 US WIA (E),  D/O comp at 0903H. Later D/1/6 rec’d 3x60mm mort rds 
w/NoCasualties or Damage. Called arty w/neg res. Air/Strike called on BS352092, res: 
2 secondary explosions. 
 
 
 
SGT Paul Corr received multiple Bronze Star awards and multiple Purple Heart awards. 
Paul is buried at Somerville Cemetery in Somerville,TN.  

 



 
 
CRAWFORD, William; SFC; MOS = 11B40; Age = 30; Date of incident and date of 
death = 13MAR68; SNIPER FIRE 10 KM SOUTH OF DIEN BAN; Grid Location = 
BT080482; (Note: D 1/6th was operating under control of the 196th LIB).  From the 
Americal Division TOC reporting: D-1-6 vicinity BT080482 at 1250H received SA fire, 1 
US WHA (E), scrambled gunships and are checking area now. 1453H completed 
checking area with negative results 
 
SFC William Crawford received a Bronze Star award. 
 

William is buried at Eureka Cemetery, Eureka,Wayne County, NC .  



 
 
CREECH, William Jr.; SP4; MOS = 11B20; Age = 22; Date of incident and date of 
death = 25JAN71; M-16A1 MINE DURING PATROL 6 KM SE OF BINH SON AFLD;  
Grid Location = BS657891; D/1-6, BS657891 at 1715H. Detonated an M-16A1 
AntiPersonnel mine w/Pressure Firing Device. Res: 1xUS KIA, 2xUS WIA(E). D/O 
compl 1731H to 91st Evac. 
 
 
Sp4 William "Bill" Creech, Jr. is buried at Paris Memorial Gardens in Paris, Illinois  
 
 
 
 



 
 
EILERS, Anthony; SP4: MOS = 11B20; Age = 21; Date of incident and date of 
death = 07JUN71; RECEIVED Small/Arms & Automatic/Weapons FIRE ON 
PATROL 8 KM W-NW OF TRA BONG CITY; Grid Location = BS265914; D/1-6, 
BS265914, 071000H. Rec AutomaticWeaponsFire, SmallArmsFire from 
UNknownSizedEnemyForce approximately 50m W. Res: 1xUS KIA, returned Small 
Arms Fire, arty fired. Helix on station 1015H expended rockets. Gun/Ships & Dust/Off 
on sta 1025H, G/S expended. Contact broken at 1115H. US KIA had fallen into a ravine 
and D/1-6 because of SAF was not able to move towards him immediately. D/O was 
called as precautionary measure in case the US was not fatally wounded. D/O broke sta 
at 1125H. D/1-6 will move to LZ for extraction of US KIA. Swept contact area w/negative 
results. 
 
Tony, had a premonition of his death. Tony usually walked point but on 6/7 he asked to walk drag. He 

was shot from behind as the enemy let the patrol pass before opening up. Tony was the only casualty that 

day. 

SP4 Anthony Eilers was awarded a Bronze Star and an Army Commendation Medal 
for Valor. 
 
Anthony is buried at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Southfield, MI.  
 
 
 



 
 
FREY, John; 2LT; MOS = 1542; Age = 25; Date of incident and date of death = 
03DEC69; Grid Location = BT455069; D/1-6, BT455069 at 2055H. Obsr hut w/5xpers 
inside cooking rice for approx 15xpers. Was eng by 10-12xVC, rtn SAF w/unk en res. 
Friendly results: 1xUS KIA (plat ldr) and 2xUS WIA(E). (1xUS WIA(E) was plat ldr). 
 
2LT John Frey was awarded a Bronze Star award. 
 
John is buried at Garden of Memories in New Orleans,LA.  



 
 
GARDNER, Phillip; CPL; MOS = 11B10; Age = 21; Date of incident = 05JUN69;  
Date of death = 06JUN69; No information was found in the Americal Division Tactical 
Operations S2/S3 reports.    He was wounded by a booby trap on 05JUN69 was 
evacuated and died the following day. 
 
CPL Phillip Gardner was awarded a Bronze Star for Merit. 

 
Phillip is buried at Fairview Cem, Midland, TX.  



 
 
 
GOLEMON, Floyd Jr.; SGT: MOS = 11B40; Age = 21; Date of incident and date of 
death = 21OCT69; L-SHAPED AMBUSH, 10 KM W-SW OF CHU LAI AFLD;Grid 
location = BT443029; D/1-6, BT443029 at 1830H. Walked into an “L” shaped ambush. 
Received Small Arms Fire, 10xChinese communist Hand Grenades, & 2xRocket 
Propelled Grenade rounds. Result: 2xUS KIA, 2xUS WIA(E). Dust/Off completed 
1930H. Enemy evaded SouthWest w/unknown results. 
 
SGT Floyd Golemon was awarded a Bronze Star medal. 
 

Floyd is buried at Houston Nat Cem,Houston,TX.  

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
GRIFFITH, Larry; SP4; MOS = 11B20; Age = 20; Date of Incident and date of death 
= 09JAN70; ATTACK ON NIGHT AMBUSH POSITION 8 KM WEST OF CHU LAI 
AFLD; Grid Location = BT460070; Americal Division log entry from 07Jan70: D/1-6, 
BT460070, BT458068 at 1630H. At BT460070 fd 1x “C” shaped tunnel 20’x3’x4’. Obsr 
evidence of recent activity within tunnel. BT458068, fd 1xtunnel 4’x2’x3’ w/empty 4.2” 
illum canister inside. Air strike will be processed.; Americal Division log entry from 
09JAN70: D/1-6, BT460070 at 0110H. 6xman pos was attacked w/out warning by 
UNSEF w/Chicom H/gren, SAF & possibly claymores. Res: 4xUS KIA, 1xWIA(E) & 
1xWIA(M). VC overran the amb site taking wpns & radio. Wpns lost: 4xM-16 & 1xM-60 
MG. Rept delayed due to loss of radio at amb site at 081950H. D/O compl 0316H to 
91st Evac. Bn CO will make investigation tomorrow & rept will be forwarded. 
 

Larry is buried at Christ Casebeer Lutheran Church Cemetery, 

Sipesville, Somerset County,PA. 

 



 
 
HAYES, Francis, Jr; SGT: MOS = 11B20; Age = 20; Date of incident unknown; 
Date of death = 15MAY68;  Nothing was found in the Americal Division Daily 
Tactical Operation Center S2/S3 reporting.  He was wounded in a firefight was 
evacuated to a hospital, but died before being sent to a hospital in Japan or the 
United States. 
 

These actions are likely related to the CMOH award for SGT Finnis 

McCleery of A 1/6th Inf. Bn. on 14May68. 

 
SGT Francis Hayes was awarded a Bronze Star for Merit.  
Francis is buried at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Berlin, NJ.  

 



 
 
 
HERRING, Thomas; CPL; MOS = 11C20; Age = 21; Date of incident and date of 
death = 17DEC70;  B/T 105MM ROUND 9 KM NW OF QUANG NGAI CITY; Grid 
Location = BS589790; At 1207H, D/1-6, at BS589790 on ptl rec 3xrds sniper fire fr a 
ville, NCD, did not rtn SAF. In structure fd 105mm rd not B/T, DIP, 80xM60 rds, 500 lbs 
unpol rice, edible, loc grown, not in container, fd in bin & bagged prior to extr to Dottie. 
Fd 1xB40 rkt, DIP, struc dest, signs of rec use.  At 1250H, D/1-6 at BS589790 
detonated a 105mm B/T w/PressureReleaseDevise on a trail leading to a struc. 
Crater 3’x3’x3’. D/O compl 1305H to 27th Surg, one man being DOA. Res: 2xUS 
WIA(E). 
 
Corporal Thomas Forest Herring was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for Valor, with 

Combat Distinguishing Device (V), for his exemplary gallantry in action. He was also 

awarded the Bronze Star Medal for Merit for his sustained meritorious service.  

 

ASSUMPTION CEMETERY, WHEATON, IL 
 
 
 



 
 
 
HICKS, Gary; PFC; MOS = 11B10; Age = 20; Date of incident and date of death = 
16MAR68; COMMAND-DETONATED MINE WHILE ENTERING VILLE, 9 KM S-SE 

OF DIEN BAN; Grid location = BT083490; D/1/6, vic BT083490 at 0915H, while 

entering village heard a ringing noise believed to be a warning, then a large 
explosion occurred. Res: 2 US KHA, 6 US WHA (4 evac), 2 minor). Believed to be 
command detonated, unk type.  D/1/6, vic BT083490, 1100H, rec’d hvy SA fire from unk 
size element, gunship is spraying area at this time, arty being called.  D/1/6, BT083490, 
1100H, ref journal #37, should read 1 VC KIA. 
 
Gary was the lovable guy we all called "Beanie Weanie". He would trade us our "C" 

rations for the Beans & Weiners. We loved him as a friend and a brother.  
 
PFC Gary Hicks was awarded a Bronze Star medal. 
Gary is buried at Oakdale Cemetery in Mount Airy, NC. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
HURT, Vassar William III; 1LT; MOS = 1542; Age = 25;  Date of incident = 27Apr70; 
Date of death = 02MAY70;  Enroute to NDP when mine exploded   ; Grid Location 
= BS730772; D/1-6, BS730772 at 271942H Apr 70, moving into NDP. Det 1x105mm 
rd B/T w/PFD. Res: 1xUS KIA, 3xUS WIA(E). D/O rec 200xrds SAF & 1xdud mort 
rd. 1st D/O compl at 2015H. D/O back on station w/G/S at 2100H.  Final D/O compl 
at 2134H.  The following day: H/17 Cav, BS730772 at 281645H, det 1x250 lb bomb B/T 
w/PFD. Neg cas. 2xfront road wheels & 1xtrack were blown off the veh (M-551 
Sheridan). Left crater 5’ deep & 8-10’ across. Bomb was buried along a trail.    
 
Was enroute to night defensive position when injured by booby trap.  Evacuated to 
hospital, but died before being sent to Japan or stateside hospital. 
 
 

Vassar is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

 



 
 
JACOBSON, Harvey; CPL; MOS = 11B20; Age = 22;  Date of incident = 17Dec70; 
Date of death = 18DEC70;  Nothing found in the Americal Division Tactical 
Operations reporting.   
 
. On the late afternoon of December 17, 1970, Jacobson was part of a squad-sized 

element attempting a river crossing in Quang Ngai Province, RVN, enroute to a night 

defensive position. He was helping push and guide an inflatable boat carrying their gear 

when something fell out of his pocket. When Jacobson let go of the boat to retrieve the 

item, the weight of his vest, loaded down by numerous grenades and M16 rifle clips, 

pulled him under. Another trooper tried to pull him back up to the boat, but Jacobson, 

now in a panic, pulled him down, too. The trooper had to fight to break free, and has 

since lived with the guilt of Jacobson’s drowning. After several long minutes of 

furiously trying to locate him, members of the squad pulled his body from the water. A 

medivac helicopter carried Jacobson to the 27th Surgical Hospital at Chu Lai where he 

expired the following day. He was posthumously promoted to Corporal.   

Harvey is buried at Greenlawn cemetery, Neenah, WI. Section C Lot 53 space #1. 

 



 
 
 
KLANCKE, Charles; SGT; MOS = 11B40; Age = 21; Date of incident and date of 
death = 09JAN70; ATTACK ON NIGHT AMBUSH POSITION 8 KM WEST OF CHU 
LAI AFLD; Grid Location = BT460070; ;  Americal Division log entry from 07Jan70: 
D/1-6, BT460070, BT458068 at 1630H. At BT460070 fd 1x “C” shaped tunnel 20’x3’x4’. 
Obsr evidence of recent activity within tunnel. BT458068, fd 1xtunnel 4’x2’x3’ w/empty 
4.2” illum canister inside. Air strike will be processed.; Americal Division log entry from 
09JAN70: D/1-6, BT460070 at 0110H. 6xman pos was attacked w/out warning by 
UNSEF w/Chicom H/gren, SAF & possibly claymores. Res: 4xUS KIA, 1xWIA(E) & 
1xWIA(M). VC overran the amb site taking wpns & radio. Wpns lost: 4xM-16 & 1xM-60 
MG. Rept delayed due to loss of radio at amb site at 081950H. D/O compl 0316H to 
91st Evac. Bn CO will make investigation tomorrow & rept will be forwarded. 

 
 

Charles is buried at Mau Memorial Cem, Norwood Young American, Carve Co, MN.  

 



 
 
 
MAGAHA, Danny; PFC: MOS = 11B10; Age = 20; Date of incident and date of 
death = 04 Feb 70; Grid Location = BT435035; D/1-6, BT435035 at 0735H. While rtn 
fr ambush site, detonated 1xunk type mine w/pressure release type firing device buried 
on a trail. Res: 1xUS KIA & 4xUS WIA(E). D/O compl at 0805H. All were wearing flak 
jackets & steel helmets. 
 

Danny is buried at Greenwood Memorial Gardens, Hodges, 

Greenwood County,SC. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
MAHURTER, Lawrence; PFC; MOS = 11B10; Age = 21; Date of 
incident and date of death = 27APR69; BOOBY-TRAPPED 105 
MM RD, 10 KM SE OF TAM KY AFLD; Grid Location = 
BT370105; D/1/6, BT370105 at 1405H, detonated 1x105mm rd rigged as a mine, 

res: 2 US KIA, 3 US WIA (E), D/O comp at 1425H to 27th Surg.   
 
PFC Lawrence Mahurter was awarded a Bronze Star Medal. 
 
Lawrence is buried at George Washington Memorial Park, Paramus,NJ. 
 
 
 



 
 
MARESH, James, SGT; MOS = 11C20; Age = 21; Date of incident and date of 
death = 03SEP71; RCVD S/A FIRE DURING MEETING ENGAGEMENT 12 KM N-NW 
OF TRA BONG CITY; Grid location = BS284992; 2/D/1-6, BS284992, 031545H. While 
on patrol received unknown amount Small Arms/AutomaticWeaponsFire from South at 
50m, contact broken at 1605H. Res: 3xUS WIA(E) & 1xUS WIA(M), 2xVC possibly 
wounded by Gun/Sship (D Trp/1st-1st Cav (air)) under investigation. D/O compl at 
1641H, 1xDeadOnArrival at 91st Evac. Hospital. 
 
On September 3, 1971, his platoon was patrolling in the mountains west of Chu Lai, RVN. SP4 Maresh 

volunteered to walk point this day because the trooper who it was assigned to was a new guy who had 

only been in country a few days and was so scared it was decided that he might not be effective and 

therefore jeopardize the safety of the platoon. While moving along a trail with Maresh at the front of the 

column, they were suddenly ambushed by NVA rifle fire. Maresh fell, shot twice in the chest by AK-47 

rounds. The platoon hit the dirt and started to lay down defensive fire. A call for “medic!” went out and 

the aid man moved up to Maresh's position. Helicopter gunships arrived on the scene and started to shoot 

rockets and M-60 machinegun fire all around the platoon, wounding several. The medic tried to 

resuscitate Maresh but could clearly see that he had died instantly. Although Maresh was beyond hope, 

the medic continued to do CPR on him because those who had been hit by friendly fir e were in danger of 

going into shock upon hearing that their buddy was dead. The medevac chopper soon came in and 

airlifted Maresh and the others out. For Maresh's selfless actions that day he was put in for the Silver 

Star (posthumously). The medal is yet to be awarded. He was posthumously promoted to sergeant.  

James is buried at Assumption Cemetery, Ganado, Jackson County,  TX 

 
 



 
 

MOORE, Walter Jr.; CPL; MOS = 11B10; Age = 19;  Date of incident and date of death = 

29SEP68; SHOT IN NIGHT O.P. 13 KM NE OF TRA BONG CITY; Grid Location = 

BS431984; 26SEP68 from Americal Tactical Operations Center S2/S3 reporting: D/1/6, air 
move, from BT442031 to BS431984, PZ 1500H, LZ 1715H, complete. 
Reporting from 29SEP68 from Americal Tactical Operations Center S2/S3 reporting:  

D/1/6, BS431984 at 0205H, OP spotted 1 VC, eng’d, VC ret’d fire, res: 1 WHA. At 
0353H, man died of wounds. OP was 50-75 meters from main body of the Co. 
Dustoff not called, man would have died before Dustoff arrived. OP being 
reinforced and relocated. 
 
CPL Walter Moore, Jr. was awarded a Bronze Star.  Walter is buried at Evergreen 

Cem,Austin,TX. 



 

 
 
O'QUINN, ARVIN; PFC; MOS = 11C40; Age = 21; BOOBY-TRAPPED 105 

MM RD, 10 KM SE OF TAM KY AFLD; Grid Location = BT370105; D/1/6, BT370105 
at 1405H, detonated 1x105mm rd rigged as a mine, res: 2 US KIA, 3 US WIA (E), D/O 
comp at 1425H to 27th Surgical Hospital.   
 
PFC ARVIN O’Quinn was awarded a Bronze Star Medal. 
 

Arvin is buried Greenhills Cemetery, Cedar Bluff,VA.  



 
 
OWENS, Dewey; PFC; MOS = 11B20; Age = 20; Date of incident and date of death 
= 16MAR68; COMMAND-DETONATED MINE WHEN ENTERING VILLE, 9 KM S-SE 
OF DIEN BAN; Grid Location = BT083490;  D/1/6, vic BT083490 at 0915H, while 
entering village heard a ringing noise believed to be a warning, then a large 
explosion occurred. Res: 2 US KHA, 6 US WHA (4 evac), 2 minor). Believed to be 
command detonated, unk type.  D/1/6, vic BT083490, 1100H, rec’d hvy SA fire from unk 
size element, gunship is spraying area at this time, arty being called.  D/1/6, BT083490, 
1100H, ref journal #37, should read 1 VC KIA. 
 

Dewey is buried at Antioch Cemetery in Rural Covington Co, AL.  



 
 

PHELPS, Larry; SP4; MOS = 11B10; Age = 21; Date of incident and 
date of death = 16MAY68; MULTIPLE INCIDENTS VICINITY HILL 352, 
10 KM N-NW OF TIEN PHUOC; Grid Location = BT070230; (Note: D 
1/6th was operating under operational control of the 196th LIB.) 
 
Entry #15: 196th D-1-6 vic BT079238 at 0825 recd 15 to 20 rds 81/82mm Mtr neg cas neg 

damage Observed mortar position at BT079238, firing counter mortar fire 0915 recd 2 more rds 

2 WHA (M)  

Entry# 25: 196th , A & D-1-6/B-1-20 vic BT038216 at 0942-1011H )942: Helix was marking 

wpns pos for A/C III MAF 0950: Jets receiving 50 Cal & A/W fire from BT038216 0952: Jets 

received intense ground fire from 2-3 locations in the Grid 0958: Air strike terminated and unit 

requested another 0958: 7 US WHA(E) by mortar fire A-D 4-31 BT034229 1007: 1-20 obs 50 

Cal & 12.7mm fire at A/C from BT006228 1010: Helix Obs 1x50 Cal position at BT025214 also 

A-1-6 received mortar fire 1011: A/C still taking ground fire 
Entry# 27: 196th A-1-20; A-1-6; D-16 at 1030H A-1-20 BT065226 recd 1xRd 81/82mm neg 

Casualties or Damage A-1-6, BT065226 recd 3x81/82mm rds NCD 1040 D-1-6 BT0652 recd 

4x81/82mm rds from the north, firing counter mortar at this time, Res: D-1-6 2 WHA, A-1-20 4 

WHA total 6 WHA 5 minor 1 evac (CHANGED TO 1 WHA(E), 2 WHA(M). 

Entry#38: 196th D-1-6 vic BT065226 at 1219H recd 4 Mtr rd NCD 1221, D-1-6 recd 2 more 

Mtr rd NCD  

Entry#65: 196 D-1-6 vic BT065226 at 1723 recd 4 rds M, C/S, Mort res: 6 US WHA (E) fired 

mort at Dustoff ALFT, Neg hits Calling Arty. Changed to 3 WHA(E), 3WHA(M) 

Entry#67: 196 D-1-6 vic BT065226 at 1748H recd 1 Mortar Round NCD 

 

These actions are likely related to the CMOH award for SGT Finnis 

McCleery of A 1/6th Inf. Bn. on 14May68. 

SP4 Larry Phelps was awarded a Bronze Star.   Larry is buried at Sante Fe Nat Cem. 

 

 



 
 

 

PIMENTEL, Ronnie: PFC; MOS = 11B10; Age = 20; Date of 
incident and date of death = 01SEP68; NUI RANG CUA 
MOUNTAIN 10 KM SW OF CHU LAI AFLD; Grid Location = 
BS459990; D/1/6, BS459990 at 1520H, in contact w/unk size enemy force. Found 2 

enemy bunkers and trench line, in heavy contact, res: 1 KHA, 1 WHA (E). 2d Platoon 
ran into bunker complex w/unk size enemy force and unk number bunkers. The only 
way into bunker complex is a trail and the trail is covered by a bunker. Terrain too thick 
to go in any other way. WHA died, res: 2 KHA. Broke contact at 1730H. 
 
PFC Ronnie Pimental received a Bronze Star award. 

MEMORY GARDENS CEMETERY, CONCORD, CA 
 



 
 

REVIS, Ronald; CPL; MOS = 11B10; Age = 20; Date of incident and date of 

death = 23JAN71; PURSUING VC, TRIPPED BOOBY-TRAPPED 

GRENADE IN HEDGEROW OPENING 7 KM SE OF BINH SON AFLD;  

Grid Location = BS671890; D/1-6, BS671890 at 0808H. On ptl obsr 3xMAM prox 

150m E in blk PJ’s, neg pack or wpn. While in pursuit det a B/T M-26 H/gren w/TWFD in 
hedgerow opening. Res: 2xUS WIA(E). D/O compl 0821H to 91st Evac. 1xUS DOA. VC 
evad successfully. 
 

On January 23, 1971, PFC Revis was on a combat patrol in the 

vicinity of Binh Son Airfield in Quang Ngai Province, RVN, when 

a Viet Cong soldier was spotted. As Revis pursued the enemy 

soldier into a hedgerow opening, a booby-trapped grenade 

exploded. Revis was fatally injured in the blast. He was 

posthumously promoted to corporal. 
 

CPL Ronald J Revis is resting at East Lawn Memorial Park, 

Elkgrove, CA 

 
 



 
 

REYES, Angel Jr.; CPL; MOS = 11B10; Age = 21; Date of incident and 
date of death = 01SEP68; NUI RANG CUA MOUNTAIN 10 KM SW OF 
CHU LAI AFLD; Grid Location = BS459990; D/1/6, BS459990 at 1520H, in 

contact w/unknown size enemy force. Found 2 enemy bunkers and trench line, in heavy 
contact, res: 1 KHA, 1 WHA (E). 2d Platoon ran into bunker complex w/unk size enemy 
force and unk number bunkers. The only way into bunker complex is a trail and the trail 
is covered by a bunker. Terrain too thick to go in any other way. WHA died, res: 2 KHA. 
Broke contact at 1730H. 
 
 
CPL Angel Reyes was awarded a Silver Star and Bronze Star. 
Angel is buried at Long Island National Cemetery.  
 
 



 

 
 
SEADORE, Larry; PFC: MOS = 11B10; Date of incident and date of 
death = 17JUL70; ON WAY BACK TO PERIMETER ACCIDENTALLY 
DETONATED MECHANICAL AMBUSH 10 KM NE OF QUANG NGAI 
CITY; Grid Location = BS704804; D/1-6, BS704804, TOR 172245H, TOI 

172013H. Req urgent D/O for 1xUS & 1xKCS who det frd mech amb. Indiv were moving 
back to CP loc & took different route as PF’s were on the perimeter in that sector and 
they wanted to cross through US lines. They wandered too far & entered another sector 
where other indiv had set up mech amb. Both DOW.  Ref DJF #2, 18 Jul 70. Serious 
Incident Report – Frd Cas frm Frd Fire. (1) Originator of report: HQ Amcal Div. (2) 
Location of Accident/Incident: In Quang Ngai Province, BS704804, 9km NE of Quang 
Ngai. (3) Time: 172013H Jul 70. (4) Unit involved: D/1-6. (5) Description of cause: 1xUS 
& 1xKCS were returning to the perimeter after setting up mech amb. They came in by a 
different route & det another mech amb. (6) Cas: 1xUS KIA, 1xKCS KIA. (7) Caliber & 
type of wpn: Claymore mine M-18A1. An investigation is being conducted. 
 
Larry is buried at Grandview Cemetery, Long Pine,NE.  



 
 

SERENIL, Ricardo; PFC; MOS = 11B10; Age = 23; Date of incident and 
date of death = 09JAN70; ATTACK ON NIGHT AMBUSH POSITION 8 
KM WEST OF CHU LAI AFLD; Grid location = BT460070; From 07JAN70 

Americal Division TOC reporting: D/1-6, BT460070, BT458068 at 1630H. At 

BT460070 fd 1x “C” shaped tunnel 20’x3’x4’. Obsr evidence of recent activity within 
tunnel. BT458068, fd 1xtunnel 4’x2’x3’ w/empty 4.2” illum canister inside. Air strike will 

be processed.  From 09JAN70 Americal Division TOC reporting: D/1-6, 

BT460070 at 0110H. 6xman pos was attacked w/out warning by UNSEF w/Chicom 
H/gren,  SAF & possibly claymores. Res: 4xUS KIA, 1xWIA(E) & 1xWIA(M). VC overran 
the amb site taking wpns & radio. Wpns lost: 4xM-16 & 1xM-60 MG. Rept delayed due 
to loss of radio at amb site at 081950H. D/O compl 0316H to 91st Evac. Bn CO will 
make investigation tomorrow & rept will be forwarded. 
 
Ricardo is buried at Houston Nat Cemetery, Houston,TX. 

 
 



 
 
SIDOR, Michael; SGT: MOS = 11C20; Age = 21; Date of incident and 
date of death = 23FEB69; Rocket hit Bunker 11 at LZ Bayonet during 
rocket attack.  Correction to Coffelt Data base information made 7 
May 2023; Grid Location = BT550009; Americal DTOC Reporting:  
commencing 230117H, enemy forces launched a coordinated series of ground and 
stand-off attacks throughout the Amcal AO. Following contacts were reported:  1) 
0117H, LZ Bayonet: Rec’d incoming 82mm mort rds. 0450H, rec’d 37x60mm mort rds & 
SAF, res: total 7 WHA (E), 9 WHA (M), breakdown: 1/6th Inf 5 WHA(E), 6 WHA(M). 
1/14th Arty 2 WHA(E), 1 WHA(M). HHC 198th Bde 2 WHA(M).  
 
Michael is buried at Thompsonville Cem, Benzie Co, MI.  



 
 

THOMSON, Carl; SP4; MOS = 11B20; Age = 20; Date of incident and 
date of death = 14NOV69; BOOBY-TRAPPED HAND GRENADE, 11 KM 
W-SW OF CHU LAI AFLD; Grid Location = BT434041; D/1-6, BT434041 
at 0705H. Det 1xM-26 H/gren, BT w/trip wire. Res: 1xUS WIA (E),  1xUS 
KIA. D/O compl at 0730H to 91st Evac. 
 
Carl is buried at Woodlawn Cemetery in Vermontville, Eaton Co, MI.  

 



 
 

THORMODSGARD, ARVID; 1LT; MOS = 1542; Age = 23; Incident and date of 
death = 04MAR71; S/A FIRE INTO NDP 10 KM N-NW OF QUANG NGAI AFLD; Grid 
Location = BS569816;  Nothing found in the Americal Division Tactical Operations Reporting.  

This was found for the unit and date..... 
 D/1-6, BS569815 at 1830H. While dest 105mm rd B/T w/TWFD rec 200-300 rds SAF 
prox 200-600m W. Rtn SAF w/unk res. Neg arty due to unk loc. NCD. Swept w/neg res. 
 
1LT Arvid P. Thormodsgard was a platoon leader with First Platoon, D Company, 1st 

Battalion, 6th Infantry, 198th Infantry Brigade, Americal Division. On March 4, 1971, 

Thormodsgard’s unit was conducting search and destroy operations seven miles 

northwest of Quang Ngai City near LZ Stinson in Quang Ngai Province, RVN. While set 

in a daytime laager position, the platoon began to receive small arms fire from an 

unknown-size hostile force. Thormodsgard was critically wounded when one of the 

rounds struck him in the head. The platoon returned fire, and gunships came on station 

providing supporting fire. While under fire, the platoon medic administered aid to 

Thormodsgard as a riflemen covered him. Both were cited for bravery. The air support 

cleared the way for a medevac helicopter; however, despite the best efforts of the medic, 

Thormodsgard expired before he was placed aboard the aircraft.   

A Bronze Star award for valor was made to a medic who exposed himself to enemy fire 

in his attempt to save 1LT Thormodsgard. 

LANDS LUTHERAN CEMETERY, HUDSON, SD 
 



 
 
U REN, FRED; SGT; MOS = 11B40; Age 19; Date of incident unknown; Date of death = 
16MAY68; MULTIPLE INCIDENTS VICINITY HILL 352, 10 KM N-NW OF TIEN 

PHUOC; Grid Location = BT070230; (Note: D 1/6th was operating under 
operational control of the 196th LIB.) 
 
Entry #15: 196th D-1-6 vic BT079238 at 0825 recd 15 to 20 rds 81/82mm Mtr neg cas neg 

damage Observed mortar position at BT079238, firing counter mortar fire 0915 recd 2 more rds 

2 WHA (M)  

Entry# 25: 196th , A & D-1-6/B-1-20 vic BT038216 at 0942-1011H )942: Helix was marking 

wpns pos for A/C III MAF 0950: Jets receiving 50 Cal & A/W fire from BT038216 0952: Jets 

received intense ground fire from 2-3 locations in the Grid 0958: Air strike terminated and unit 

requested another 0958: 7 US WHA(E) by mortar fire A-D 4-31 BT034229 1007: 1-20 obs 50 

Cal & 12.7mm fire at A/C from BT006228 1010: Helix Obs 1x50 Cal position at BT025214 also 

A-1-6 received mortar fire 1011: A/C still taking ground fire 
Entry# 27: 196th A-1-20; A-1-6; D-16 at 1030H A-1-20 BT065226 recd 1xRd 81/82mm neg 

Casualties or Damage A-1-6, BT065226 recd 3x81/82mm rds NCD 1040 D-1-6 BT0652 recd 

4x81/82mm rds from the north, firing counter mortar at this time, Res: D-1-6 2 WHA, A-1-20 4 

WHA total 6 WHA 5 minor 1 evac (CHANGED TO 1 WHA(E), 2 WHA(M). 

Entry#38: 196th D-1-6 vic BT065226 at 1219H recd 4 Mtr rd NCD 1221, D-1-6 recd 2 more 

Mtr rd NCD  

Entry#65: 196 D-1-6 vic BT065226 at 1723 recd 4 rds M, C/S, Mort res: 6 US WHA (E) fired 

mort at Dustoff ALFT, Neg hits Calling Arty. Changed to 3 WHA(E), 3WHA(M) 

Entry#67: 196 D-1-6 vic BT065226 at 1748H recd 1 Mortar Round NCD 

 

These actions are likely related to the CMOH award for SGT Finnis McCleery of A 

1/6th Inf. Bn. on 14May68.     

SGT Fred U Ren was awarded the Bronze Star Medal.  Fred is buried at Grand Lawn 

Cemetery in Detroit, MI. 

 



 
 
WISE, Gordon; SP4; MOS = 11B20; Age = 20; Date of incident = 
06AUG70; Date of death = 13AUG70; UNKNOWN TYPE BOOBY-TRAP 
8 KM EAST OF BINH SON AFLD; Grid Location = BS691936; D/1-6, 
BS691936 at 0940H. Detonated Booby/Trap (unknown type) 
w/PressureTypeFiringDevice. Crater 4”x6”. Res: 3xUS WIA(E). D/O 0950H 
to 27th Surg. 
 
He dictated this last letter to his family from his hospital bed in Chu Lai, Vietnam, 

August 11, 1970. He died two days later. This is what was written in his last letter:  

 
“Assumed you've heard what happened to me...To make matters short, I 

was walking point for my platoon on the 6th of August somewhere 

around 10 in the morning. I hit a booby trap. It was a pressure release 

type mine, therefore it was easily camouflaged and rough to spot. I lost 

most of my left leg and my left hand... I'll write when I have the chance.”    
Gordon S. Wise, Letters From Vietnam 

 

Cremated: Remains returned to family. 



 

 
 

YAMANE, Benji; SGT, MOS = 11B40; Age = 20; Date of incident and 
date of death = 16MAR68; COMMAND-DETONATED MINE WHILE 
ENTERING VILLE, 9 KM S-SE OF DIEN BAN; Grid Location = 
BT083490; /1/6, vic BT083490 at 0915H, while entering village heard a ringing noise 

believed to be a warning, then a large explosion occurred. Res: 2 US KHA, 6 US WHA 
(4 evac), 2 minor). Believed to be command detonated, unk type.  D/1/6, vic BT083490, 
1100H, rec’d hvy SA fire from unk size element, gunship is spraying area at this time, 
arty being called.  D/1/6, BT083490, 1100H, ref journal #37, should read 1 VC KIA. 
 
SGT Benji Yamane was awarded Silver Star and Bronze Star (Merit) medals. 
 
Comment made by a fellow soldier: On March 16, 1968 while on mission we hit a 

booby-trap landmine. A second before detonation, Yamane shifted his body to shield me 

from the blast and saved my life. 

 

CHAPEL OF THE CHIMES COLUMBARIUM, OAKLAND, CA 
 


