
1-20 (1/20th Inf. Bn. sister Bn to the 4/3d Inf. Bn.)

105MM 105mm howitzer artillery shell

155MM 155mm howitzer artillery shell

2 ½ T Deuce and a half truck (2 ½ ton truck)

3-1  3/1st Inf. Bn. sister Bn to the 4/3d Inf. Bn.

A/C Air Cav

Ack Acknowledge

amb ambush. 

AO Area Operation

AP Anti personnel (as in anti-personnel mine)

APD Airborn personnel detector

AW Automatic weapons fire

BDA Bomb Damage Assessment

BDE Brigade

bdg bridge

BIP Blown In Place

block  block or contain the enemy from escaping

Bn  Battalion

BT  - BBT Bobby Trap

BTOC Brigade Tactical Operations Center

CA  Combat Assault (usually helicopter used to insert infantry )

can cancelled

cbn Carbine

CC Chinese Communist

CCHG Chinese Communist Hand Grenade

CD Civilian Detainee (VC suspect)

CE Combat Extraction by helicopter

CIA Captured In Action

civ civilian

Co Company

CO  Commanding Officer 

CP Command Post

cptr capture

CS  gas grenade stronger than tear gas. 

CSW Crew Served weapons

DDP Day Defensive Position

det detonated

dest destroy

DO Duty officer

Dolphins Combat assault helicopter fr the 174th AHC based  out of Duc Pho        

DTOC Division Tactical Operation Center

dtn detained

dud explosive ordnance that has failed to explode

DUSTOFF helicopter evacuation of wounded, sick, and injured

E East

FAC Forward Air Controller (directed artillery or Air Strikes)

Flak vest that protected soldiers against  fragments from mines 



Flak bursting shell fragments used to down aircraft

fr from

FragO Frag orders

GS Gunship helicopter

H&I Harassment and Interdiction artillery fire on suspected enemy trails

HAWF Heavy Automatic Weapons Fire

Helix Air Force Forward Air Controller call sign

HOOK(S) Chinook helicopters provided by 132nd or 178th Avn Cos

inoc inoculation (against the plague)

IPW Interigation and Prisoner of War   (Unit, Facility)

IW Individual weapon

IWC Individual weapon captured

KHA Killed Hostile action

KIA Killed In Action

KIA( C ) Enemy KIA (confirmer)

KIA(P) Enemy KIA (probable)

LOACH, LOCH, LOH Light Observation Helicopter

loc location or located

LZ Landing Zone

LAAM Light Anti-Aircraft Missile (2nd LAAM BN, Chu Lai, RVN)

M-1 – M-1 Garand U.S. rifle used in Korean conflict

M-1  carbine U.S. rifle used in Korean conflict smaller than M-1 Garand

MACV Military Assistance Command Vietnam

MAF Military Age Female

M Force - AKA Mike Force Montagnards with U.S. advisors

MAM Military Aged Male

mov move

MS Military Structure

mvmt movement

N North

NBI Non Battle Injury

NC No change

NCO Non Commissioned Officer

NDP Night Defensive Position

N/H Night Hawk

NLT Not Later Than

NPFF National Police Field Force

ntfyd notified

NVA North Vietnamese Army

Obs Observed

OPCON Operational Control ( temporary assignment to another command)

pad helipad 

peri perimeter

PF Popular Force (South Vietnamese allies)

plat - plt platoon

PRFD Pressure Release Firing Device

pris prisoner



psn position 

ptl patrol

punji sharpened stakes of bamboo used as anti-personnel weapon by enemy

PW - POW Prisoner of War

PZ Pick up Zone

rcn = recon reconnaissance element

rd road or round

rel released

REVD received

RF South Vietnamese Regional Force

RIF Reconnaissance In Force

RON Remain Over Night

rt right

rtn return

RTO Radio Telephone Operator

S  South

S/A - SA - SAF Small Arms fire

scty security

SD Search & Destroy

SE SouthEast

SEL Suspected Enemy Location

Sharks 174th Assault Helicopter Company gunships

SITREP Situation Report

SkySpots Bombing missions guided by Radar

Sqd Squad

TFB Task Force Barker 

TOC Tactical Operations Center

UNSEF Unknown Size Enemy Force

VC Viet Cong

vic vicinity

village chief Vietnamese position more powerful than mayor

W West 

wea weather 

WHA Wounded Hostile Action

WIA ( E ) Wounded in Action - Emergency

WIA ( M ) Wounded in Action - Minor

WNB Wounded Non-Battle

wpns weapons


